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1 . In a computer system, said system including a Basic Input Output System 

( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST \L method for displaying 
selected content to a user of said system during said Power ok Self Test, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 
initiating said Power On Self Test; / 

retrieving selected content from a designated pensistent storage medium location 
during said Power On Self Test; / 

displaying said selected content to said user during the remainder of said Power 
On Self Test; / 

updating the selected content stored in sam designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test; and 

displaying the updated selected contenyto a user during the next execution of 
said Power On Self Test. / 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent 
storage medium location. / 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said Updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected 
content from a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent storage 
medium location in response to a request from said user. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage mediu/n location occurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a remote location to said designated persistent storage medium 
location. / 
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5. The method of claim 1 wherein said updating of the selectedf content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected 
content from a remote location to said designated persistentystorage medium location in 
response to a request from said user. / 

6. The method of claim 1 ftirther comprising the steps of: 

providing a process on said computer system t© poll a remote location for 
updated content; / 

transferring a portion of said updated contem from a remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location ovtr an established network connection, 
said transfer occurring in response to polling frcon said process, said polling occurring 
based on past polling history from said proces/ to said remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth livailable to said transfer, and 

predicting the effective bandwidth available to future transfers of said updated 
content based on the history of transfers from said remote location to said persistent 
storage medium and the results of the transfer of said portion of said updated content; 

computing the time interval to vyait until the transfer of the next portion of said 
updated content to said designated persistent storage mediimi location based on said 
predicted future bandwidth; and / 

transferring said next portion pf said updated content from said remote location 
to said designated persistent storage imedium, the size of said next portion based on said 
predicted future bandwidth. / 

7. The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
and / 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter prior to determining the available bandwidth of said network connection. 

8. The method of claim 1 fuirther comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
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comparing said CPU usage of said computer systeiij against a pre-determined 
parameter; / 

establishing a connection between said computer system and a remote location 
containing updated content when said CPU usage is below said parameter; and 

transferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated 
persistent storage medium location using said coniiection. 

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising tMe steps of: 

determining the central processing unn ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter; and / 

transferring said updated content flrom a second persistent storage medium to 
said designated persistent storage medium location. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the content displayed to said user is retrieved based 
upon a user profile containing informlation about the individual user. 

11. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

replacing a splash screen c£ an operating system for said computer system with 
said selected content prior to the loading of said operating system; and 

displaying said selected dontent to said user during the loading of said operating 
system instead of said splash screen. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 mrther comprising the steps of: 

querying said user dvinng said Power On Self Test; and 

replacing said splasH screen for said operating system based upon the response 
from said user to said queries. 

13. The method of claim A further comprising the steps of: 

querying said usgt during said Power On Self Test; and 

displaying content to said user based upon the responses from said user to said 
queries. / 
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14. In a computer system, said system including a Basic Input Output System 

( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), a method for displaying 
selected content to a user of said system, said method comprisinR/the steps of: 
executing said Power On Self Test; / 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an 
operating system for said computer system into memory y 

displaying said selected content to said user in aja interval following the 
completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to losing an operating system for said 
computer system into memory; / 

updating the selected content stored in said^esignated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loadingysaid operating system into memory; 
and / 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during an interval between the 
next execution of said Power On Self Test a/d next loading of an operating system for 
said computer system into memory. / 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein saM updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent 
storage medium location. / 

16. The method of claim 14 whe/ein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage menium location occurs by transferring said selected 
content from a second persistem storage medium to said designated persistent storage 
medium location in response to a request from said user. 

1 7. The method of claim \k wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a rfcmote location to said designated persistent storage medium 
location. / 
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IS. The method of claim 14 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected 
content from a remote location to said designated persistent stora/ge medium location in 
response to a request from said user. / 

19. The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of/ 

providing a process on said computer system to poM a remote location for 
updated content; / 

transferring a portion of said updated content frfiim a remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over aj/ established network connection, 
said transfer occurring in response to polling from slid process, said polling occurring 
based on past polling history from said process to said remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth available to said transfer, and 

predicting the effective bandwidth available to future transfers of said updated 
content based on the history of transfers from /aid remote location to said persistent 
storage medium and the results of the transfey of said portion of said updated content; 

computing the time interval to wait imtil the transfer of the next portion of said 
updated content to said designated persistent storage medium location based on said 
predicted fixture bandwidth; and / 

transferring said next portion of said updated content from said remote location 
to said designated persistent storage medium, the size of said next portion based on said 
predicted future bandwidth. / 

20. The method of claim 19 further oomprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
and / 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter prior to determining the available bandwidth of said network connection. 

21 . The method of claim 14 fijrther comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
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comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter; / 

establishing a comiection between said computer systrem and a remote location 
containing updated content when said CPU usage is below iaid parameter; and 

transferring said updated content from said remote^ location to said designated 
persistent storage medium location using said connection. 

22. The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
"comparing said CPU usage of said comput/r system against a pre-determined 
parameter; and / 

transferring said updated content from aAecond persistent storage medium to 
said designated persistent storage medium location. 

23. The method of claim 14 wherein the coment displayed to said user is retrieved based 
upon a user profile containing information about the individual user. 

24. The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

replacing a splash screen of an operating system for said computer system with 
said selected content prior to the loading/of said operating system; and 

displaying said selected content to said user during the loading of said operating 
system instead of said splash screen. / 

25. The method of claim 24 further clomprising the steps of: 

querying said user during sam Power On Self Test; and 

replacing said splash screeiyfor said operating system based upon the response 
from said user to said queries. / 



26. The method of claim 14 
querying said user du 



iirther comprising the steps of: 
ing said Power On Self Test; and 



INQ-001 



- 17- 

displaying content to said user based upon the responses fronysaid user to said 
queries, / 

27. In an electronic device, a method for displaying selected coruent to a user of said 
electronic device, said method comprising the steps of: / 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location 
prior to loading an operating system for said electronic device into memory; 

displaying said selected content to said user prior to^oading an operating system 
for said electronic device into memory; / 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory; 
and / 

displaying the updated selected content to a yser prior to the next loading of an 
operating system for said electronic device into momory. 

28. The method of claim 27 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium locatioim)ccurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a second persistent stoi/age medium to said designated persistent 
storage medium location. / 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected 
content from a second persistent storaafe medium to said designated persistent storage 
medium location in response to a request from said user. 

30. The method of claim 27 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medi/um location occurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a remote location to said designated persistent storage medium 
location. / 



3 1 . The method of claim 27 yCvherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected 
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content from a remote location to said designated persistent storage'medium location in 
response to a request from said user. / 

32. The method of claim 27 fiirther comprising the steps of: / 

providing a process on said electronic device to poll si remote location for 
updated content; / 

transferring a portion of said updated content frony a remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over an e^ablished netv^ork connection, 
said transfer occurring in response to polling from saidyprocess, said polling occurring 
based on past polling history from said process to saia remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth availably to said transfer, and 

predicting the effective bandw^idth availablerto future transfers of said updated 
content based on the history of transfers from saia remote location to said persistent 
storage medium and the results of the transfer oysaid portion of said updated content; 

computing the time interval to wait unti/the transfer of the next portion of said 
updated content to said designated persistent storage medium location based on said 
predicted future bandwidth; and / 

transferring said next portion of said lipdated content from said remote location 
to said designated persistent storage mediuni, the size of said next portion based on said 
predicted future bandwidth. / 

33. The method of claim 32 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
and / 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter prior to determining the available bandwidth of said network connection. 

34. The method of claim 27 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
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comparing said CPU usage of said computer system agaiflist a pre-determined 
parameter; / 

establishing a connection between said computer system and a remote location 
containing updated content when said CPU usage is below sa^d parameter; and 

transferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated 
persistent storage medium location using said connection. / 

35. The method of claim 27 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU )/usage of said computer system; 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer s/stem against a pre-determined 
parameter; and / 

transferring said updated content from a second persistent storage medium to 
said designated persistent storage medium locatio/n. 

36. The method of claim 27 wherein the content displayed to said user is retrieved based 
upon a user profile containing information abodt the individual user. 

37. The method of claim 27 further comprismg the steps of: 

replacing a splash screen of an operating system for said electronic device with 
said selected content prior to the loading oJt said operating system; and 

displaying said selected content to/said user during the loading of said operating 
system instead of said splash screen. / 

38. The method of claim 37 further comprising the steps of: 

querying said user during said Power On Self Test; and 

replacing said splash screen for said operating system based upon the response 
from said user to said queries. / 

39. The method of claim 27 further comprising the steps of: 

querying said user prior to /loading said operating system; and 
displaying content to said user based upon the responses from said user to said 
queries. / 



